~ Kevin's Kolumn ~

Christ Jesus is calling you to a radical new life!

There’s certain things about Jesus’ life that demand attention. For instance, in
situations we might think needed little or no explanation, Jesus would ask,
“What do you want?” or “Where is your faith” or “Who do you say that I am?”
On the flip side of this, Jesus never quizzed his follower on facts such as, how
many commandments are there?” He never passed out any fill-in-the-blank
worksheets. He never offered simple, pat answers. Instead His entire ministry
led people to wonder, grapple and wrestle with the hard questions of life and
faith. One passage that stands out to me showing the radical nature of the
Christ is found in Matthew 15: 21f. A woman approaches Jesus and asks Him
to heal her daughter. On the surface, it looks as if Jesus is calling her a dog and
makes her beg for her daughter’s healing. In reality, this is a major turning
point in Jesus’ ministry. In v.24, He says, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of
Israel.” In this instance, He was talking about Israel in general. Isaiah 53:6
reminds us, “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our
own way, and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” Jesus’ mission
toward the end of His life was to reveal Himself as the Messiah. But, there was
something in the persistence of this faithful Canaanite woman that touched
Jesus. She humbles herself to the point of saying even the dog’s get scraps
from their masters’ tables. What’s the point? SHE RECOGNIZES JESUS AS
MESSIAH! When Jesus referred to this woman as a ‘dog’ He’s not making a
reference to the wild, feral dogs that roamed the land at that time. He’s making
reference to a mild-mannered house dog. He uses this illustration to show His
mission first to the Jews and then the Gentiles. Interestingly enough, this
woman isn’t offended in the least! Why? Not only did she believe Him to be
the Messiah, she also knew what He was saying was true. The faith Jesus was
hoping to instill in the Jewish people was vital and alive in this Gentile woman!
Because of her faith, as well as the faith of other Gentiles, his mission extended
to include Gentiles. (It was also His ultimate plan to save ALL mankind!) Our
Lord isn’t intent on simply ‘patching us up’. He wants to recreate us! Allow the
radical love of Jesus Christ to embrace you today. Submit to Him through
obedience.

Have a blessed day and remember the One who gave it to you!
Kevin

Volume 52 Number 42 October 19, 2014

Good Morning &
Welcome!

News & Notes

eCuba Fund Raiser — There is a bulletin board in the education wing with
envelopes on it to help with this trip. You can take an envelope and fill it
with the amount that is on it and turn this in to Summer Boggess. Checks
can be made out to the Whitehall Church of Christ and on the memo please
put for the Cuba Mission Trip.

o Christ’s Beautiful Bride: Lessons on the Lord’s Church is the theme for
this year’s Cold Harbor Lectures October 30"™-November 2™. Details on
flyer in foyer

oGiving Tee - Remember the donations on the giving tree out in the foyer.
These items benefit Hope Domestic Shelter. Tammy Ross initiated this
benefit, so if you would like to contribute or have questions please see
Dianne Tonkery or Tanya Robe.

eThe Cuba Mission Team is planning a Silent Auction in March. We need
YOUR help to acquire items for the auction. If you have contacts with any
businesses, please contact them to see what they are willing to donate for
our cause. Calling all craft people to make something extra special. Calling
all bargain shoppers to be on the lookout for some items that we could
auction.

.Upcoming Events
¢Senior Saints Bible Study will begin on Wednesday, November 5" at
11:00 AM. Topic of study will be the book of Proverbs. The class will be
taught by Kevin Lough. All Senior Saints are welcome and encouraged to
attend. For more info, please see Kevin.

Prayer Requests ¥

*Norma Sadler (Mary Lough’s aunt) is not doing well. She continually
slips in and out of a coma and is not expected to live much longer. Please
keep the Sadler family in your prayers.

*Prayers have been requested for the family of Betty Jean Graves. (Betty
Jean recently passed away. She was a member of the Mt. Nebo church).
*Keep Harold Phillips, Jim Retzler, and Edwina Summers in your prayers.
*Dave McQuain is recovering from his recent ATV accident and is now




